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PostEurop Public Prize

Collectors Choice Award
Philatelic Jury Prize

Dues Season is upon us. Please use the insert to send in your dues now. Thanks!!
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GEORGIA 1v
Issue date 30 October 2020

The following comes from the PostEurop Press
Release:
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this year's
judging of the EUROPA stamps by experts
was held at a later date and in a new "hybrid"
format.

The stamp depicts a postal rider on horseback,
and the route taken from the towns of Kojori
and Tbilisi. The distance between Tbilisi
and Kojori is 11 km (6.8 mi), but the road distance is almost twice that at 21.5 km (13.4 mi).
Tbilisi, the former capital of Georgia, is its second largest city and the home of the government. The entire region in north-west Georgia
is known for its architectural treasures and picturesque landscapes and is part of the
UNESCO World Heritage list.

This meant that experts gathered both physically and others connected virtually for the
Jury competition. This year’s European jury
composed of eight philatelic experts from various backgrounds including artists, collectors,
and bloggers:
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KAZAKHSTAN ss
Issue date 30 December 2020

The design features a postrider traversing the
country, with various landmarks. Kazpost provides only printing information.
… No word yet on Albania ....
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(Photo montage courtesy of the Europa Blogspot)

1) Botond Szebeny, PostEurop, Secretary
General, Belgium (Chair of the Jury)
2) Guy Coutant, Royal Belgian Academy of
Philately, Belgium
3) Stefan Klein, Klein und Neumann KommunikationsDesign, Germany
4) Olaf Neumann, Klein und Neumann KommunikationsDesign, Germany
5) Jürgen Haepers, Blog "europa-stamps",
Switzerland
6) Eric Contesse, Blog "timbredujura", France
7) Marjan Osvald, Pošta Slovenije, PostEurop
MAC Chair, Slovenia
8) Emile Espen, Post Luxembourg, PostEurop
SPWG Vice-Chair, Luxembourg
9) Jana Vlachová, PostEurop (not part of the
jury)
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Each stamp was considered individually. The
jury members were able to scrutinize the
stamps, taking into consideration multiple design aspects, including the printing and engraving techniques presented to them. The jurors cast their closed ballots in two rounds of
voting and selected the Poczta Polska stamp
as this year's winner. This was Poland’s first
time to win the prize.
This was the 9th edition of this neutral and
artistic prize.

And now, quoting from the Europa Blogspot:
In cooperation with the "Blog timbré de ma
philatélie" the 3rd edition of the Best Europa
stamps "The Collector's Choice" competition
was held during 2 months, 4 qualification
rounds and 1 Grand Final in order to vote for
your favorite 2020 Europa stamps set. And we
have a winner! Denmark wins this 3rd “Best
Europa stamps – the collector’s choice” contest
with 11% of the votes! Turkey is 2nd
and Sweden 3rd! :

The first place winner
depicts the Vistula, the
longest and largest
river of Poland, which
has been the main
communication and
cultural route of the
country for centuries.
The Vistula was recently on a Europa-related
stamp. See EN# 438-5.
—ed.

The winning design from Poland, with its special proportions in vertical format, expressed
the theme in a perfect manner – colors and
technique of the artwork are really modern
and perfect for a small stamp.

This also marked the first time in the history
of the EUROPA competition, that we had
three ties for the second prize. Faroe Islands,
Switzerland and Ukraine. Germany finished
third.

The winner of the 1st edition was Moldova and
Ukraine won the 2nd edition last year.
Thus we have the three major contests for best
stamp. As to be expected, there was some overlap; e.g., Turkey was first choice in the
PostEurop poll. My personal favorite has always been the Jury Prize, since it is based on
artistic merit and not just a popularity contest.
Still, it’s fun to vote. Did your stamp win?
Because there are now so many contests, we
decided a couple of years back to suspend our
own little poll. Was this a good move? Let us
know your thoughts. ▬
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So begins this year’s panoply of stamp issues on
the theme of Endangered Wildlife. Your humble
editor also collects stamps issued for the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF), so I’ll be collecting some
stamps, such as Finland’s offering, twice. Finland has already issued two booklets similar to
this one for the WWF.
For all of these write-ups, I’ll refer often to the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), whose Red Book is the bible for
endangered species classification. Unless noted
otherwise, write-ups come from Wikipedia.

FINLAND 3v self-adhesive
Issue date 28 April 2021
Common Kingfisher
(Alcedo atthis)

Mountain Apollo
(Parnassius apollo)

Siberian Flying Squirrel
(Pteromys volans)

SWEDEN 1v
Issue date
14 January 2021

The European green toad (Bufotes viridis) is
a species of toad found in steppes, mountainous areas, semi-deserts, urban areas and other
habitats in mainland Europe. In other words,
it’s everywhere. IUCN Red List rating is Least
Concern.
— from Wikipedia

ALAND 1v
Issue date 7 May 2021

The Moor Frog (Rana arvalis) is a slim, reddishbrown, semiaquatic amphibian native
to Europe and Asia. It is a member of the family Ranidae, or true frogs. The species has an
extensive distribution across Europe. IUCN
Red List rating is Least Concern.
— from Wikipedia

The Common Kingfisher, also known as
the Eurasian kingfisher, is a small bird with
seven subspecies recognized within its wide
distribution across Eurasia and North Africa.
It is resident in much of its range, but migrates from areas where rivers freeze in winter. IUCN Red List rating is Least Concern.

The Mountain Apollo is a butterfly of the family Papilionidae. The species is named in
the classical tradition for the deity Apollo.
IUCN Red List rating is Vulnerable. The Apollo butterfly has many subspecies around the
world, and some European subspecies are
showing an alarming decline in numbers,
The Siberian Flying Squirrel is an Old World
flying squirrel with a range from the Baltic
Sea in the west to the Pacific Coast in the east.
It is the only species of flying squirrel found
in Europe. It is considered vulnerable within
the European Union where it is now found only in Estonia, Finland and Latvia out of the 27
countries in the Union. IUCN Red List rating
overall is Least Concern.
— from Wikipedia

461-5

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021
New Issues
Europa 2021
Endangered National Wildlife
BELGIUM ss
Issue date14 June 2021

RUSSIA 1v
Issue date
20 January 2021

The Persian leopard (panthera pardus ciscaucasica)
is a leopard population distributed in the Caucasus from Southern Russia to Iran, Turkmenistan and Afghanistan. As of 2016, it has been
listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List, as
fewer than 1,290 mature individuals were estimated to survive with a declining trend.
The European hamster (Cricetus cricetus), also
known as the Eurasian hamster is native to
grassland and similar habitats in a large part
of Eurasia, extending from Belgium to
the Altai mountains and Yenisey River in Russia. Where abundant the animal is considered
a farmland pest, and historically it has also
been trapped for its fur. It has declined drastically in recent years and is listed as critically
endangered in the IUCN Redbook.
The Common European Adder (Vipera berus),
is a venomous snake that can be found
throughout most of Western Europe and as far
as East Asia. The species is also the only venomous snake native to Great Britain.
Known by a host of common names, adders
have been the subject of much folklore in Britain and other European countries. They are
not regarded as especially dangerous; the
snake is not aggressive and usually bites only
when really provoked, stepped on, or picked
up. Bites can be very painful, but are seldom
fatal. Listed as Least Concern by the IUCN.
The stamp design shows the creatures’ skeletons reflected in the water.

The political and social changes in the former Soviet Union in 1992 caused a severe economic crisis, and a weakening of formerly effective protection systems. Ranges of all wildlife
were severely fragmented. The former leopard
range declined enormously as leopards were persecuted and wild ungulates hunted.
— from Wikipedia

New Issues
Sepac 2021
Historical Maps
The SEPAC Theme for 2021 was apparently
announced last year, and reported by the Europa Blogspot. So far Aland and Jersey have
announced issues, and will be reported fully in
the next Europa News.

The SEPAC website has become completely
useless for SEPAC information, instead just
reporting occasionally on new issues. The last
stamp competition reported was 2019, so I
guess there was no 2020 competition. They
could’ve at least said so. One more thing to
blame on the virus, I guess. ▬
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SWEDEN 5v se-tenant in booklet
Issue date
12 November 2020
Winter Animals

New Issues

Joint Issues
MALTA 2v se-tenant
SLOVAKIA
Issue date 24 October 2020
Wine Culture

From the postnord
website:
Our wild animals have
different ways of coping
with winter. Moose and
deer eat fat in the autumn
and build up their energy
reserves. The squirrel,
who is a good collector,
sets up storage for the
winter. The lynx has winter fur with extra thick
underhole on the tails,
much like soles, which
protects against the cold
when it is in the
snow. The mountain fox,
the forest hare and the
ermine change to a warmer white winter coat,
which also gives a good
camouflage as long as the
snow lies.

Assuming the postal administrations weren’t
lying, and there’s no evidence to believe that they
are, then this is the last Norden Countries issue
that we’ll see. The good news (the pony in the
pile, perhaps) is that we now have the parameters for assembling a complete collection. And to
the best of my knowledge, nothing is out of reach
of a reasonable budget.

The stamp designs from the two countries are
identical. The Malta design (left stamp) features Ta’Betta Wine Estates Ltd, a boutique
winery situated in Girgenti, limits of Simalta.
The Slovak design (right hand stamp) features
a bottle of Skalicky rubin 2019 from the Slovak National Collection of Wines produced by
Tureèek Winery and Vintoperk Hill.
—from Malta Post and POFIS (Slovak Post)

RUSSIA 2v se-tenant
TURKEY
Issue date 3 November 2020
100th Anniversary of Establishment of Diplomatic Relations Between the Russian Federation and the Turkish Republic

The Suleymaniye Mosque is the second most
important and the first largest in size mosque
in Istanbul. It is located in the ancient part of
the city, in the Vefa area.
The Moscow Cathedral is the major mosque in
Moscow and one of the largest in Russia and
Europe. The first building of the mosque was
built in 1904, and a new mosque was opened
in 2015.
— from JSC ‘Marka’ (Russia Post)
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Want more?
Join the ESU!
You’ll be happy you did.

