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How did we miss this??

The Order of the Heaven's Hundred Heroes is an order of Ukraine presented for civil
courage, patriotism and the defense of the constitutional principles of democracy, human rights and freedom; humanitarian, social and charitable activities; selfless service to
the Ukrainian people during the Euromaidan-protests; as well as any events related to
the protection of the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine.
What more is there to say? See also Irony Alerts on pages 13 and 20.

468-2

MARCH-APRIL 2022
New Issues

GERMANY 1v

FAROE ISLANDS 2v + 2v self-adhesive

Issue date
5 May 2022

Issue date 16 May 2022
Legends of Floating Islands

This stamp is the first ever to feature a
"matrix code" introduced since last year by the
German Post. ‘"Anyone who scans the letter
before sending it can keep an eye on its status
via the Post app. Matrix code franking is more
forgery-proof and ensures that postal stamps
cannot be used more than once."
RUSSIA 1v
Issue date 20 January 2022
Ruslan and Lyudmila by
Aleksander Pushkin

In Russia, mythology is closely and inextricably linked to pagan culture; it is filled with tales of gods, rituals, and customs. Over the
course of history, people had been inventing
various mystical creatures to explain the unknown world around them. As time went on,
many of the characters took root and became
part of the culture of the peoples; they safeguarded, helped to gather a rich crop, to bring
prosperity, recover from diseases and donated
happiness.
Many of them are described in the narratives
of Russian writers. For example, in poem Ruslan and Lyudmila by Aleksander Pushkin we read a passage about a sacred place
Lukomorye and fairy tale personages living
there: a learned cat, a mermaid, Kashchey,
Baba-Yaga, and a warlock.
— Europa Blogspot

Svinoy Island

Mykines Island

In many island cultures there are legends of
islands that drift in from the sea, disappear
back into the ocean, then re-appear, perhaps
conjoining with other islands. In 1673 a priest
ascribed this phenomenon to floating icebergs,
or a Satanic veiling of the superstitious population. A century later in 1781-87, Jens Christian Svabo, a man of the Enlightenment, attributed the phenomenon to rocklike clouds
drifting on the horizon, or even “pollamjørki”,
literally “polar darkness”, the Faroese term for
heavy, drifting sea-mist.
Svinoy—Island of Pigs—is said to have originated as a floating island; it is usually shrouded in fog. On another island lived a farmer
with one sow. Every now and then the sow
would wander off and later — voila, piglets.
Where does it go? One day a woman followed
the sow to what is now Svonoy and since then
the island has been stationary, and laden with
pigs.
The Mykines legend involves a prehistoric giant, or colossus, who wanted to live in the Faroes but couldn’t find anything big enough for
him, even when he tried smashing islands together. His last attempt was the large island
of Mykines, which got lodged in the archipelago but was still insufficient. Will the giant
ever return?
— from Posta, Faroe Islands
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European Anniversaries and Events
BULGARIA ss
Issue date 16 September 2021
European Year of Railway Transport, and
100 years of the Rhodope narrow-gauge railway

2022 European Capitals of Culture
In 2022, three cities in Europe - Esch-sur-Alzette
(Luxembourg), Kaunas (Lithuania) and Novi Sad
(Serbia) - will hold the title of European Capital
of Culture.
The European Capital of Culture is an initiative
putting culture at the heart of European cities,
with EU support for a yearlong celebration of art
and culture. It aims to celebrate the cultural features Europeans share and highlight the richness and diversity of cultures in Europe.

— europeana

LUXEMBOURG 1v
Issue date
22 February 2022
Esch-sur-Alzette,
The Septemvri–Dobrinishte narrow-gauge
line is the only operating 760 mm narrowgauge line in Bulgaria. Operated by Bulgarian
State Railways (BDŽ), the line is actively used
with four passenger trains running the length
of the line each way, each day.

SERBIA 2v
Issue date 1 February 2022
Novi Sad

GREECE

2v in a booklet of 10 self-adhesive
stamps
Issue date 9 January 2021

Greece—EU
40 years
Together

Thanks to Hans Snellenberg for this information.

If you find yourself standing for some time in
front of this clock before you know what time it
is, don't worry, it's not you — the clock's long and
short hands are reversed, with the short
showing the minutes
and the long the hour.
Located within the Petrovaradin fortress and
overlooking the city, the "drunken" clock was a
gift from Austrian Empress Maria Theresa in
the mid-18th century.
— europeana
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Like it so far?
Why not become a member?
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Catch-Up Items, and Irony Alert #2
LITHUANIA ss
POLAND ss
UKRAINE ss

UKRAINE 1v+stat

Joint Issue

Issue date 17 August 2021

Issue date
2 September
2021

Battle of
Khotyn
400 yrs

The Battle of
Khotyn (aka
Chotin) is a
very
important event
in the history of Lithuania, Poland and
Ukraine, as it established the shape of central
Europe thereafter. This postage stamp is the
first joint project of the Lithuanian Post and
the Polish and Ukrainian post offices.

Celebrating 30
years of
Ukrainean
Independence.

So, Ukraine is happy being free from Soviet-era
communist rule….. Uh-oh.

—- from Lithuania Post
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