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Europa 2023
Peace — the highest value of humanity
It’s official!
During their General Assembly in Dublin on
5 October 2022, PostEurop announced the
common design that
will be used on all
2023
Europa
stamps.
The theme will be

In the USA, a friendly (?) rivalry has existed to
see who will hold the first presidential primary in an election year. A similar thing may be
emerging with Europa stamps. For the last
couple of years Finland has been first
out of the gate with
their Europa stamp
(remember the Santa Claus issue?).

“PEACE – the highest value of humanity.”
29 entries were submitted for the design
competition,
which had 44 postal
companies participating in the voting.
The winning motif
is the one submitted by Luxembourg, which
they described as “The New Peace Symbol”
Designers : Linda Bos and Runa Egilsdottir
from ‘A Designers' Collective’

Well, one more time
Finland leaps well
ahead of other countries in announcing
their Europa stamp.
You can tell that
this one didn’t take
too much imagination after all:
FINLAND 1v
self adhesive
Issue date 9 May 2023

PostEurop writes in their press release this
backstory about the design:
“The world needs a new Peace symbol, uniting
all nations. Cultural differences perchance a
barrier for a state of Peace. If only mankind
could respect each other's differences by understanding their significance and responding
to them with consideration, the world would
be a better place.
“This design shows a visual metaphor for a
peacefully integrated, cooperative society in
which people embrace each other’s culture. It
was inspired by the Celtic Love Knot symbol,
with interlocking hearts. The color palette illustrates all the nations in the world. By adding hands with intertwined fingers, it conveys
the message of mutual respect.”

The Europa Blogspot
noted that the design
is very close to the one
used
for the UPU
2016 World Post Day
campaign.
In an announcement
that will surprise no
one, Russia has decided not to produce a
Europa stamp for
2023.
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ITALY 2v self adhesive
Issue date 28 September 2022

He throws his crown into the chasm and orders
him to fetch it. Nick Fish reluctantly dives in.
Some lentils he was carrying float to the surface, but he never returns.
— from Wikipedia via Europa Blogspot

Romeo and Juliet Grieving Juliet in the
presence of lifeless Romeo.

KAZAKHSTAN 2v+ ss of 2 sets as shown
Issue date 28 September 2022

Romeo and Juliet is a tragedy written by William Shakespeare early in his career about
two young Italian star-crossed lovers whose
deaths ultimately reconcile their feuding families. The play is set in the Italian city of Verona.

Colapesce holding up

one of the three columns
on which Sicily rests,
consumed by the fire of
Mount Etna, to prevent
the island from sinking.

In a version from Palermo, edited by Italo Calvino, Colapesce spends all of his time swimming, until his frustrated mother curses him
to turn into a fish. He instantly becomes half
fish, with duck feet and a frog's throat. He appears to fishermen and warns them of upcoming storms, and also informs them of the marvels found at the bottom of the sea. A king
hears of him and summons him, then gives
him orders to swim around the island and explore the bottom of the ocean.
The king sends him down on numerous dives
around Italy. Nick Fish discovers that Messina
rests on three columns, some of which are broken, and brings back hot and fresh water from
springs in the ocean around Naples. Finally
the king urges Nick Fish to explore a bottomless ocean chasm, despite his resistance.
(Concluded in next column)

Bayterek and Samruk : Ancient Turkic myth a
tree of life "Bayterek" and a sacred bird
"Samruk". Bayterek in Kazakh means "High
poplar tree", every year the Samruk, lays its
egg (the Sun) in the crevice between the
branches of the poplar tree.
— from the Europa Blogspot
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The number of countries issuing stamps to
support the Ukrainians continues to grow.
Canada Post issued this stamp with the following press release:
CANADA 1v
Issue date 7 July 2022
Supporting Ukrainians in time
of dire need: New fundraising
stamp now on sale at post
offices across the country and
online.
‘Recognizing the generosity of Canadians in
times of need, Canada Post has issued a semipostal fundraising stamp to provide customers
and collectors with a way to support the people
of Ukraine and the escalating humanitarian
crisis.
“Today, nearly four per cent of Canadians can
trace their roots to Ukraine. The sunflower is
Ukraine’s national flower and has now become
a widely recognized symbol of peace and unity.
The yellow sunflower and blue-sky background reflect the colors of Ukraine’s flag. The
colorful stamp was originally issued in 2011 as
part of a souvenir sheet”
shown here:

From Canada Post , cont’d:
The stamps are sold in a booklet of 10 domestic
rate, with a C$1 surcharge, for a total of
C$10.20.

This booklet of 10 PermanentTM domestic rate
stamps is offered to our customers as a means
of supporting humanitarian aid in Ukraine. A
donation of $1 from each booklet of 10 stamps
will go directly to the Canada-Ukraine Foundation.
The stamp features a sunflower – the national
flower of Ukraine. It has become a symbol of
peace and unity. The yellow sunflower is
shown against a blue-sky background, reflecting the country’s flag colors of yellow and blue.
Canada and Ukraine share a historic bond.
The first wave of Ukrainian immigrants began
to arrive in the 1890s, and Canada was the
first Western country to recognize Ukraine’s
independence in 1991. Today, nearly four per
cent of Canadians can trace their roots to
Ukraine.
In a similar vein comes this stamp from Portugal:
PORTUGAL 1v
Issue date
27 September 2022
Solidarity with the
Ukrainian People

Why Canada, you ask? Well, it’s a bit of a
stretch, but Canada is a member of NATO,
and NATO is commonly considered to be a sub
-topic of Europa. The Michel Europa CEPT
catalog includes Canada in its NATO section.

From Portugal Post:
The net value of the sale of these stamps will
be fully invested by CTT in actions that can
contribute to improving the dramatic situation
of the Ukrainian people, to be defined in detail
in close collaboration with the Embassy of
Ukraine in Portugal.
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Russia continues its missile barrage against
Ukrainian cities. The Crimean bridge was daringly taken out, delivering Vladimir Putin a
real blow, and within hours Ukraine was
tauntingly unveiling a postage stamp depicting
the ruined span.
- Peggy Noonan in her column of 13 October,
(italics mine)
It’s not that often that I learn of a new stamp
issue from the Opinion pages of the Wall
Street Journal, but there it is. Google found
the following from Pravda—Ukrainian Edition:
Ukrposhta, the national postal service of
Ukraine, is to release a new stamp depicting
the burning Crimean Bridge; the release date
will be announced later.
Source: General Director of Ukrposhta Ihor
Smilianskyi on Telegram

Quote from Smilianskyi: "The morning has
never been so good. On the occasion of the holiday, we are releasing a new stamp with the
Crimean Bridge, or, more precisely, with what
remains of it."

Talk about a sharp stick in the eye to Vadimir
Putin. The stamp comes with a name of M (for
"mist", Ukrainian for "bridge"); the price will
be 18 hryvnias [US$0.48], and circulation will
be 7 million.
Another Google hit was from eBay, with
sellers in Ukraine getting presale orders for
the new stamp. Labels are also starting to proliferate, so be careful out there.
The design seems to mimic the iconic scene
from the movie ‘Titanic’. This conflict is really
escalating. Let’s hope we have ancestors who
will be alive to appreciate this irony.

A Dues Renewal Flyer is enclosed with this issue. Please send your check to Alex Cwiekalo — it will make his day.
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SEPAC 2022
Local Beverages
The following concludes the series for 2022:
MALTA 1v from a set of 4v

1

2

3

4

Issue date
13 September 2022

The following is taken from the website of Malta
Post:
Possibly Malta's best-known beverage is the
non-alcoholic, amber-colored Kinnie. Long a
household name in Malta, it was introduced in
1952 as an alternative to the soda drinks proliferating after WWII. Of course, its recipe is a
closely guarded secret, but the acquired taste is
distinctly one of bitter oranges with extracts of
the herb Artemisia absinthium colloquially
known as wormwood. Kinnie is exported to seven countries and also produced in Australia
under license. In the stamp design, the bobbing
Luzzuboat, a seascape and slice of orange complement Kinnie's retro label and bottle.
On a different level are Malta's locally produced wines. With an abundance of vines, the
Islands have been producing wine for centuries. The second stamp depicts a bottle of the
local Gellewza grape wine made from a darkskinned variety of grape that is indigenous to
the Islands. Only a small volume is made from
this little-planted variety, but it is increasingly
found in blends, softening the spiciness of the
wine, and adding a bright cherry flavor.
Emerging from a family-run vineyard, Delicata's Gellewza grapes are traditionally grown
on old bush vines which are largely dry farmed.
The wine is unoaked, with a garnet color. This
stamp depicts a backdrop of Valletta.

The third stamp shows the unusual yet popular Bajtra liqueur. Made by Marsovin, these
liqueurs are based on ancient recipes dating to
the Knights' presence in Malta and seek to reflect the warmth and fragrance of the Mediterranean. Bajtra liqueur is made from the fruit
of the Opuntia Ficus- Indica, commonly known
as the prickly pear. One may see these all over
the Islands; they are harvested between August and September annually. The pulp of the
fruit is then extracted, sieved, and fermented
by the addition of a yeast species. The liqueur
is translucent, pink in color and stands out
beautifully against the backdrop of the citadel
of Mdina.
Several popular craft beers have recently appeared on the local market. One such beer is
the hop-blend known as San Blas - its name
paying homage to the secluded red sandy
beach located below the village of Nadur in
Gozo. The deep amber color of this Indian pale
ale is dominated by the explosive character of
a carefully selected hop blend that showcases
the citrusy and peachy notes of American hop
varieties, and the more subtle, spicy notes of
its British counterparts. The design for this
stamp shows hops at the fore with San Blas
beach in the background.
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Like it so far?

Why not join the ESU?
Just click here.
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